Website:  http://www.midwestgca.com

MGCA Telephone:  (309) 274-2977

October 2009

IMPORTANT NOTICES & INFORMATION

1) EACH RANGE HAS A POSTED SET OF RULES THAT APPLY TO THAT SPECIFIC RANGE.   EVERY member has been given a copy of the RANGE RULES pertaining to ALL of the Ranges.

· The use of appropriate EYE & EAR protection by everyone (shooters & non-shooters) is MANDATORY at all times when on ALL of the MGCA Ranges.  (Rule #1)  This also includes when working on guns at the benches/tail gate of your truck and/or while watching others shoot if you are near the shooting points (under or near the shelters) per Club President Mike James.

· The Upper Range (Range #5) is the ONLY RANGE where shotguns (slug or shot) may be used.  Shotguns are NOT PERMITTED on any other MGCA Range.  (Rule #5)

· You are permitted to bring ONLY ONE (1) GUEST with you when you come to the Range.  Each Guest may be brought ONLY ONCE then that guest is expected to join MGCA if additional Range use is desired.  (Rule #7)

· All members must display their Club Membership Card whenever they are on the MGCA Range.  Pin-on plastic membership card inserts will be available at the upcoming gun show for all new/renewing members.

2) VIOLATIONS OF ANY OF THE RANGE RULES BY YOU OR ANY FAMILY MEMBER OR ANY GUEST COULD RESULT IN THE LOSS OF YOUR MEMBERSHIP. (Rule #15)

3) The MGCA Board, by a 4 to 3 vote, with one member absent, approved a $25.00 per year dues increase for 2010 in order to be able to continue maintaining improvements already made (rock on roads & parking areas, seeding berms & backstops) and to make additional range enhancements (additional pistol ranges & parking areas, perimeter fencing, equipment upgrades/replacement, and other improvements).   The responses to the proposed dues increase from the July questionnaire were minimal – less than 25 - from the membership.  Attend the November 7, 2009, Quarterly Membership Meeting to express your comments.

4) ARE YOU an ISRA or a NRA MEMBER?  IF YOU ARE NOT A MEMBER, WHY ARE YOU NOT A MEMBER?  These are the only two Organizations that fight for your rights that allow you to continue to be permitted to own and use firearms for target shooting, plinking, and hunting!  Join or renew either or both of these organizations today!  The Internet websites are: www.nrahq.org/ and www.isra.org/  Follow the appropriate prompts to membership.  You may also RENEW or JOIN the ISRA or NRA or both at the MGCA TABLES area at our GUN SHOWS or at the ANNUAL RANGE SHOOTING DAY in June.

5) Gun Control Issues:  Go to the ISRA website www.isra.org/ and follow the prompts to the legislative bills pending.  If you are not signed up for the free ISRA ALERT SERVICE, do so today.  You can also go to the NRA website www.nra-ila/org and follow the prompts to see pending Federal Legislative Bills and for all states, including Illinois.  PLEASE CONTACT YOUR ELECTED REPRESNTATIVES TODAY, both State and Federal, AND POLITELY INFORM THEM OF YOUR STRENIOUS OBJECTIONS TO ANY AND ALL PROPOSED PENDING ANTI-GUN OWNER LEGISLATION.  You should also call and THANK the appropriate Representatives for their support on “PRO-GUN LEGISLATION’ bills.  The applicable websites can help you find the correct names, addresses, and telephone numbers.

6) Remember, it is your responsibility to timely notify MGCA when you change your mailing address.  The USPS returns “as undeliverable” quarterly newsletters because you have moved and have not notified the Club of your new address.  The USPS will not forward incorrectly addressed newsletters.

7) This newsletter and other MGCA Club information is also available on our website www.midwestgca.com/   

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

1) The current Quarterly Club Membership Meeting will be held at the MGCA Gun Show at 4:00 P.M. on Saturday, November 7, 2009.

2) All members are invited to attend the quarterly membership meeting to ask questions and to make comments.

3) Renewals for 2010 will be processed at the Club tables.  The 2010 fees are $75.00 for renewals and $100.00 for new and former members.  A mail-in renewal for is included at the end of this newsletter.
RANGE

1) Anyone available and desiring to help with Range Maintenance/Repairs can contact Greg Crank @ 309/248-7068 for details.

2) You are required to wear and display your MEMBERSHIP CARD with you every time you enter/use the Range.

3) Range maintenance and improvements are ongoing.

ILLINI MUZZLE-LOADERS

Complete details are available on the MGCA website.  The 2009 season is finished.  Next year’s events are in the planning stages.  Questions – call Tom French @ (309) 246-2073.

GUN SHOWS

1) The MGCA telephone number for any and all gun show information is (309) 274-2977.  If Mary Harper, Show Manager, is not available, leave a message and she should get back with you within 24 to 36 hours.

2) The next Gun Show is November 7 & 8, 2009, at the EAST PEORIA EVENT/CONVENTION CENTER (AKA “THE OAKS”).

MGCA CLUB, OFFICERS & DIRECTORS – TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Mike James (2013), President  309/256-9787
Ernie Rech (2011), Website 
309/699-0471

Tom French (2013), Vice-Pres 309/246-2073
Bill Fritz (2011), Director
309/274-6096

Bob Bjerke (2015), Secretary
  309/692-1800
Ed King (2011), Director 
309/473-3964

Caryl Crank (2015), Treasurer 309/248-7068
Greg Crank (2013), Range
309/248-7068

Mary Harper, Gun Show Manager
309/274-2977

Membership Cell Phone Number
309/229-7495

MAIL

(Gun Show Related) MGCA, Attn:  Gun Show Manager, P.O. Box 9251, Peoria, IL 61612-9251

(Membership Applications/Renewals) MGCA, Attn:  Membership Director, P.O. Box 9251, Peoria, IL 61612-9251

Any and All correspondence for MGCA is to be mailed to P.O. Box 9251, Peoria, IL 61612.

Bob Bjerke

Secretary & Editor
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