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SPECIAL ELECTION NOTICE

SPECIAL BOARD ELECTION NOTICE:  The Board of Directors declared the February 2011 MGCA bi-annual election null & void.  The election will again be held on Saturday, May 7, 2011, at the MGCA Range. You may vote by mailing in the enclosed ballot so that it is received by Saturday, May 7th, or you may vote in person at the range between 3:00 and 4:00 p.m. at the Maintenance Building.  PLEASE READ AND FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS ON YOUR ENCLOSED BALLOT.  The candidate’s names, their bio’s, and voting instructions are provided on the enclosed ballot.
ANNUAL RANGE DAY

THERE WILL BE NO AN ANNUAL RANGE DAY THIS JUNE  (normally the first Saturday) DUE THE INABILITY OF GETTING THE VARIOUS GUN MANUFACTURERS TO PARTICIPATE.

RANGE ISSUES

1) During a recent weekend, with all ranges being heavily used, the following MAJOR RANGE SAFETY VIOLATIONS WERE OBSERVED:

a) Some members were handling firearms on the range firing line and the tables under the shooting shelters while other members were down range changing targets.  The club has experienced at least one known accidental discharge while people were downrange.  That discharge thankfully only caused property damage.

b) Targets were placed on top of the bullet impact backstops instead of just in front of these backstops. Improper target placement creates potential RICHOETS that could severely injure or kill someone.  ADDITIONALLY, NO TARGETS ARE TO BE PLACED IN FRONT OF OR ON THE SIDE BERMS.  Remember, you are legally responsible for all rounds fired and for any injury/damage caused by the fired rounds.

c) Some members were not wearing the required eye and ear protection when using the range.

d) Some members were carrying holstered pistols/revolvers down range while changing targets.  Were these guns loaded or unloaded?

e) Additionally, you are allowed to bring only 1 non-family member guest to the range with you any time you come to the range according to the Club rules.

.

REMEMBER SAFETY IS FIRST AND FOREMOST ON ALL OF OUR RANGES!  The actions of a few are endangering everyone on the ranges.  Unsafe gun handling practices could cause you to lose your membership and all of our ranges to be shut down.
2) DEFINITIONS (see b above):

a) A SIDE BERM is the high dirt area located along side of each range from the firing line to the impact area that is used to prevent any wild shots from escaping the range and possibly injuring or killing someone or damaging near-by property

b) A BACKSTOP is the area where bullets are supposed to impact after going thru the target.

3) Anyone available and desiring to help with Range Maintenance/Repairs can contact Greg Crank @ 309/248-7068 for details.

OTHER NOTICES & INFORMATION

1) Gun Control Issues:  Go to the ISRA website www.isra.org/ and follow the prompts to the legislative bills pending.  If you are not signed up for the free ISRA ALERT SERVICE, do so today.  You can also go to the NRA website www.nra-ila/org and follow the prompts to see pending Federal Legislative Bills and for all states, including Illinois.  PLEASE CONTACT YOUR ELECTED REPRESNTATIVES TODAY, both State and Federal, AND POLITELY INFORM THEM OF YOUR STRENIOUS OBJECTIONS TO ANY AND ALL PROPOSED PENDING ANTI-GUN OWNER LEGISLATION.  You should also call and THANK the appropriate Representatives for their support on “PRO-GUN LEGISLATION’ bills.  The applicable websites can help you find the correct names, addresses, and telephone numbers.

2) ARE YOU an ISRA or a NRA MEMBER?  IF YOU ARE NOT A MEMBER, WHY ARE YOU NOT A MEMBER?  These are the only two Organizations that fight for your rights that allow you to continue to be permitted to own and use firearms for target shooting, plinking, and hunting!  Join or renew either or both of these organizations today!  The Internet websites are: www.nrahq.org/ and www.isra.org/   Follow the appropriate prompts to membership.  You may also RENEW or JOIN the ISRA or NRA or both at the MGCA TABLES area at our GUN SHOWS.

3) This newsletter and other MGCA Club information is also available on our website www.midwestgca.com/   

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

All members are invited to attend the periodic Board Meetings and Quarterly membership meetings.

Board Meetings are on the 2nd Wednesday, 6:30 p.m., @ the Range Maintenance Building, in January, April, July, & October.

Quarterly Membership Meetings are the 1st Saturday, 4:00 p.m., at the Gun Show (February & November) or the Range Maintenance Building (May & August).

ILLINI MUZZLE-LOADERS

Complete details are available on the MGCA website.  Questions – call Tom French @ (309) 246-2073.  

GUN SHOWS

1) The MGCA telephone number for any and all gun show information is (309) 274-2977.  If Mary Harper, Show Manager, is not available, leave a message and she should get back with you within 24 to 36 hours.

2) The next Gun Show is November 5 & 6, 2011, at the EAST PEORIA EVENT/CONVENTION CENTER (AKA “THE OAKS”).

MGCA CLUB, OFFICERS & DIRECTORS – TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Mike James (2013), President  309/256-9787
Ernie Rech (2011), Website 
309/699-0471

(Vacant) 
(2013), Vice-President

Bill Fritz (2011), Director
309/274-6096

Bob Bjerke (2015), Secretary
  309/692-1800
Ed King (2011), Director 
309/473-3617

Caryl Crank (2015), Treasurer 309/248-7068
Greg Crank (2013), Range
309/248-7068

Mary Harper, Gun Show Manager
309/274-2977

Membership Cell Phone Number
309/229-7495

MAIL

(Gun Show Related) MGCA, Attn:  Gun Show Manager, P.O. Box 9251, Peoria, IL 61612-9251

(Membership Applications/Renewals) MGCA, Attn:  Membership Director, P.O. Box 9251, Peoria, IL 61612-9251

Any and All correspondence for MGCA is to be mailed to P.O. Box 9251, Peoria, IL 61612.

Bob Bjerke

Secretary & Editor

MGCA
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